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Jack Griffith, owner of Infrared Energy Analysis LLC, uses an Infrared camera to detect cold spots in the
walls, ceiling and around the windows of a home,

See where the honey goes

Infrared camera shows exactly where heat gets out

BY LISA ALLMENDINGER
News special Writer

Jack Griffith might be called
the Sherlock Holmes of skyrock-
eling heat costs.

He goes inlo a home and un-

covers all the clues that solve the
mystery of where your home is
losing heat or, during the summer,
air conditioning,

The Ann Arbor resident does a
visual inspection and uses an in-
Euum!:l hegl;tlma % system

pin spots where your
house E;:ndingheutnubdom or
-gucking cold air inside.

Through his business, Infrared
Energy Analysis LLC, Griffith
combines his home appraisal ex-
perience with training in nfrared
technology to show homeowners

Basements, he says, are notori-
ous entry points for eold air The
attic is a place where heat most
often escapes,

Griffith says nol enough is writ-
ten about the stack effect. Simply
put, in your home, as in nature,

'hutah‘mesw}msmmmdadhy-

cold air, he says,
"During the heating season,
your home experiences. similar
sures to a hot-air balloon,
ost air loss is not caused by
wmd itis caused by the stack ef
fac‘t," he says. The riging heated
air escapes through the eeiling,

creating a vacuum in the lowest,

levels of your home, which in turn,
draws cold air inside and pushes
it upward.

During his visual evaluation,
Griffith says the first place he
Ipoksis at the furnace. He evahi-
ates ils ape and efficiency rating,

-among other things.
‘he looks at the house's durctwk.

An infrared camera's image of a room. The darker :nlnu indicate
‘cold spots and white indicates the hot spots.

Frc-mthm

m'awls%mmsandthe attic to dis-
cover “any break in the emve-
lope" he says. He also checks
chimneys — another spot where
Wwarm air can escape.

Afharthsﬂm:al,hsp@cﬁon.ﬂr‘:ﬁ-
fin pull out the infrared scanner,
This provides homeowners with a
picture of hot and cold spots.

Seanning “takes heat
and turns it into something visi

" Griffith explains,

Photos of the cold air coming
mmdathehomeshwupas&ark
blue to magenta, while heat es-
caping outside is a i:lghter color,
red orange to almost white. g

One spot homeowners don't
think about when eonsidering

{ door and fr:

where haat luss m ococurring is
recessed lights, he says.

“The alder anes are really bad
%hare like' nﬂni-dl'llmnmrs.

- Fuilmmig“ an- inspeclion, he

gives the homeowner nut«:ml.ru
written report, but also digital and
thermal images of the trouble

spots,

Included in the report are rec-
ommendations for solving the
home's problems, listed in order
nfbestemnmcmhm: he says.

For example, one homeowner
was told to replace the front
exchange all |
high-use standard light bulbs
with compact florescent bulbs
and to add insulation in several |
areas.




