Greetings,
To clients with recessed can lighting unable to utilize our recommended energy saving compact fluorescent light bulbs. New Flood Lamp style fluorescent bulbs for recessed fixtures are now available. They are near identical in appearance to your current incandescent flood bulbs, are available in 65 watts (equivalent output) and offered at Home Depot in four packs for $13.97. Outdoor floods are also available.
 

Four of these new fluorescent bulbs use a total of 56 Watts per hour, compared to four of your current (65 watt) bulbs for a total of 260 Watts! 
 

Operating four fluorescents four hours per day for one month would result in a $2.45 reduction is in your monthly electric bill compared to your current bulbs. Considering fluorescents last for 6 - 10 years this is a big savings over the long run and I know many of you have 10, 20 or even more of these recessed can fixtures.  
 

Keep in mind the shortcomings of all compact fluorescents are they take about 10 seconds to reach their full brightness and cannot be dimmed. They will work on a dimmer circuit but only at full power. 
 

Also, with many electrical power plants converting from coal to natural gas to produce electrical power we are likely to see electricity following the increasing cost of natural gas. 
 

The next issue will evaluate potential savings from locking in current gas prices with alternative natural gas suppliers in our area (DTE is not our only choice).  
 

Your comments and suggestions are always welcome. If you are not interested in receiving future IEA news updates please email back and let us know.
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